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                results one/

The Important Autumn 2010 Impressionist/Modern, Post War and Contemporary Auction

Friday, May 21, 2010
South Africa has seen another first as Graham’s Fine Art Auctioneers held their first Impressionist /Modern, Post War and Contemporary Sale on the 18 & 19 May 2010. This was the first time in South African history that these periods of art stood alone. After years of resistance this collection is a firm step forward for South African artists. 
Graham Britz owner and curator of Graham’s Fine Art Auctioneers says, “The sale included artists from the early 19th century to the present and was an important survey of South African art.  It was also particularly exciting as the sale offered collectors, collectable South African Art Books, an Impressionist/Modern sale and a Post-War and Contemporary sale.”
While the Impressionist/Modern artists such Pierneef, Everard-Haden and Domsaitis performed favorably, it was the Post War and Contemporary section which created the most excitement.  The collection included works by artists such; Walter Battiss, Alexis Preller, Robert Hodgins, Fred Page, Christo Coetzee, Douglas Portway, Sydney Kumalo, Lucas Sithole, Ezrom Legae, Johannes Segogela, Sydney Kumalo,   

Edoardo Villa, Erik Laubscher, Willie Bester, Sam Nhlengethwa, Zwelethu Mthethwa, Marlene Dumas, Asha Zero, Simon Stone, Brett Murray, Coenraad Morkel, Kendell Geers, Penny Siopis, Kevin Roberts, Noria Mabasa, Mark Swart, Lawrence Lemaoana and William Kentridge.
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              results two
The post-World War II period which generally refers to the period from 1945 until 1970 is recognized as one of the most creative periods of the 20th century.

Artists working in South Africa during this time were producing exciting and creative work within the South African context.  These artists were of course inspired by international developments and many of them spent time working and studying abroad.  This was also a challenging time in South Africa for many artists. 
With the enactment of apartheid laws in 1948, racial discrimination was institutionalized and South Africa entered into an era of racial segregation, internal unrest and increasing international resistance and cultural isolation.  South African artists working during this time needed to negotiate these social circumstances, while they were influenced by the creativity of the international art world, they were working and living in a very different environment.

Art is said, to be a reflection of society and the extreme social circumstances within which these artists produced work is imperative in understanding the importance of this period of South African art.

Internationally, this is the most dynamic category in the art market and the South African market is clearly ready to embrace artworks which engage with current issues and address the recent history of this country.

Determined bidders established auction records for seven new artists in the Post war and Contemporary bracket, including; Norman Catherine R363’776.00, Sydney Kumalo, R 204’624, Lucas Sithole, R409’248.00, Penny Siopis, 130’732.00, Kevin Roberts, R170’520.00 Mark Swart, R36’378.00 and Esther Mahlangu, R22’509.
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        results three last/
Other high achievers on the sale included a print by Walter Battiss which sold for more than double the high estimate at R51’156.00.  
Robert Hodgins also achieved favourably with an oil on canvas “Yesterdays Ancestors” selling at R238’728.00.  
The Asha Zero “--- XB” was an exceptionally exciting piece, estimated at R20’000.00-R30’000.00, determined bidders tangled for the work which eventually sold for R45’472.00

The books sale similarly reflected the times, with Post War and Contemporary artists’ books selling at exciting highs. A book by Nadine Gordimer and David Goldblatt “On the Mines” reached R 6252.00 from estimates of only R 1’500.00 – R 2’500.00. William Kentridge books, which are becoming quite rare and highly sought after, sold at R 1364.00 for the Chicago publication, which was closely followed by a bid of R 2046.00 for a signed copy of his “Flute”. Battiss similarly fetched prices of over R 4’000 for “Battiss 75” and over R 7’000.00 for “Battiss” by Skawran, K. The true gems of the evening however still lay in the Impressionist Modern books, with a book about Maggie Laubser “Her Paintings, Drawings and Graphics” which sold for over R 15’500.00, and Irma Stern’s, “Spirit of Africa” by Joseph Sachs, at over R 5’000.00.
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Issued on behalf of Graham’s Fine Art Auctioneers 

Grahams Fine Art Gallery will hold their next Impressionist/Modern, Post War and Contemporary sale in November 2010 and is currently welcoming entries.  Please contact the Gallery on 011 465 9192, Graham Britz 083 605 5000 or Sarah Sinisi (Cape Town) 084 568 5639 
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